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Who am I?

• Tatiane da Silva, 33 years old, Brazilian;
• Been teaching English to Brazilians for more 

than ten years;
• Currently, working for a language school and 

teaching private students through Skype;
• Have worked for six language schools and 

used different approaches.



Thinking

•Have you ever been to a 
country where you were not 
able to understand the 
language?







Thinking

•Have you felt unsuccessful 
trying to read signs on the 

street?





Thinking

• Can you understand your students’ 
feelings about starting speaking a 
language? Do you remember yours?



5 reasons why I have decided to learn 
German.

• My sister (Lucélia da Silva) has been living in 
Germany for 7 years;

• Last time I went there, it was a bit uncomfortable 
in terms of language comprehension;

• I wanted to be a beginner learner again to 
remember how it feels like;

• I didn’t know anything about German and 
considered it hard;

• I wasn’t a big fan of the language.



Advantages of speaking a second 
language 

• We have more languages to compare with. Our 
mind is more open as we are conscious of the 
variety in sounds, meanings, structures 
depending on the language spoken;

 
• You can figure out what strategies work best for 

you;

http://www.fluentu.com/german/blog/similarities-between-german-and-english/



Advantages of speaking a second 
language

•Triangulation approach: “Basically, triangulation 
is the idea of using a second previously studied 
language to learn a new one. By doing so, your 
knowledge and understanding of the second 
language are kept fresh and grown stronger 
while you familiarise yourself with the third one”;





Advantages of speaking a second 
language

•Cross-linguistic similarities: use our prior 
knowledge to make positive transfers.



Advantages of speaking a second 
language 

• English and German have the same root 
(“…English and German are recently descended 
from the same root language, 
Proto-Germanic, which was spoken for thousands 
of years as one tongue. It was only in the last 500 
years or so that the two languages diverged to 
their present forms.”)



Advantages of speaking a second 
language 
• Even today, 80 of the 100 most common words in 

English are Germanic in origin. These most basic, most 
frequently spoken words in English and German are from 
the same root, making them all extremely similar. Give or 
take a few spelling and pronunciation differences, 
they’re practically the same. For example:

     
•  I have – Ich habe
•  It is long – Es ist lang

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/words/the-oec-facts-about-the-language


Disadvantages of speaking a second 
language 

• Cross-linguistic similarities when it comes to 
negative transfers;

Gift (German): poison

• L1 and L2 interference and effect on the L3 
outcome.



Methodology
  We have been using a book called “DEUTSCH 1 
(INLINGUA)” and based our classes in the 
grammar-translation method (input lessons) and 
communicative tasks (conversation sessions with 
another student);

   Through Skype.



Classes and first impressions

• My first class was really satisfying because I was 
able to understand short sentences and 
pronounce them after an hour-lesson;

• Considering that I didn’t know any complete 
sentence until that moment, it was a great 
advance to me;

• The feeling of motivation was high, so I began to 
research videos to practice more.

 



Negative points after some classes 

• As I said before, I was not familiar with the 
language and the crucial point was “I didn’t like 
it” and I didn’t think it sounded beautiful. I’m 
saying this because our feeling on the aimed 
language influences greatly on our 
performance;



Negative points after some classes 

• As a regular student, I did not do every piece of 
homework. Not doing this, I could notice the 
difference in classes from the week I was 
studying and the ones I just had the lessons 
without any preparation or reflection about the 
content.



Considerations

• After about ten classes, I had the feeling I 
was not improving as expected, so I asked 
for many reviews;

• It was frustrating for my sister/teacher 
because she was expecting that I was going 
to develop faster. 



Action Plan

• We had an honest conversation to pinpoint 
the source of the matter and decided to 
complement the learning program using 
communicative sessions with another 
student (my brother who is also studying 
German)





Benefits as an ELT teacher
• Apply a technique or activity that worked well in 

my learning process to help my students. 

    For example: We used a weekly plan to talk 
about        my routine and this was the most 
effective way that I found to learn the sentence 
order and prepositions to use with days of the 
week.



Benefits as an ELT teacher

• I felt the need to read and analyse the methods 
and approaches to learn and teach in a more 
fruitful manner. Grammar-translation is important 
to make me understand how the language 
works while communicative tasks are essential to 
experience the vocabulary and strutuctures 
meaningfully.



Benefits as an ELT teacher
• (The most important gain)Feel more 

compassion for the learners, especially for 
the challenging ones. For instance: a person 
who can’t memorise the correct sentence 
order in English.



compassionnoun [ U ]
 UK  /kəmˈpæʃ.ən/ US  /kəmˈpæʃ.ən/ APPROVING

a strong feeling of sympathy and sadness for 
the suffering or bad luck of others and 
a wish to help them:

I was hoping she might show a little compassion.

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/help/codes.html
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/strong
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/feeling
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/sympathy
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/sad
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/suffering
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/bad
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/luck
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/other
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/wish
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/help
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/pt/dicionario/ingles/hope


Benefits as an ELT teacher

Never had I thought how much I could gain, 
not only as a student but also, and most 
importantly, as a teacher.





E-mail: tatidisanvi@hotmail.com

             : @tsidiomas
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