
Learnlight

Empowering the 
Digital Language Learner

Sylvia Johnson – Head of Learning

Bindi Clements – Learning Content Development Manager



Today’s workshop

1. What is digital learning? What is an

‘empowered’ learner?

2. How can digital learners be empowered? 

What are the challenges?

3. Micro-Learning and the Empowerment

MethodTM



What is digital learning?



What is an 'empowered' learner?

1. Brainstorm! Characteristics of 
the ‘empowered learner’

2. Why do we want our learners 
to be 'empowered' anyway?!



How can digital learners be empowered?

The learner has control of their learning by

» choosing when and where they study (flexibility)

» choosing how they study (enjoyable)

» choosing what they study (relevant)

» being able to analyse and reflect on their language learning (learning to learn)

Group work

- What are some of the challenges for learners or educators?



What are the challenges?

Empowerment method Challenges

Choosing when and where to study Lack of structure leads to high drop out rates

Choosing how they study Learners may avoid weak competencies

Choosing what they study Overwhelming choice, (level) appropriacy of 
material

Analysing and reflecting on their language 
learning

Need for teacher, cultural appropriacy of self-
directed learning



'When' and 'where'

» Tapas-sized content (5-10 minute 

activities)

» Optimized for modern life (easy to access 

on a mobile device

'How' and 'what'

» Choice of media types and content

'Learning to learn'

» The Empowerment MethodTM

How does micro-learning empower the learner?



Empowerment MethodTM

» Focused on driving engagement and learning 

efficacy.

» Puts learners at the centre of the experience.

» Maximizes comprehensible and relevant input.

» Uses authentic, up-to-the-minute, real-world 

multimedia content.

» Enables learners to create and shape their own 

personalized learning environment and plan.

» Provides realistic but low-risk environments to 

build confidence and develop new skills.

» Helps learners assimilate through authentic and 

meaningful tasks.
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Thanks for coming!


